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United States Department of the Interior
BUREAU OF LAND MANAGEMENT

$A[T LAKE DISTRJCT OFFICE
tr3?0 S{iltn 1300 Wact

$dl lrlc City, Utdr t4ll9

CERTIFIED MAII P76O 5{? 46].
RETIJEI{ RECEIITT REQUESfED

!tr. nobert Polack
Vlce Presldent end General CounEeI
Rel1ly lndustries, Inc,
1510 lttarket Square Center
151 l{orth De}aware Street
Indlanapolls, Indlana {6A04

Dear l{r. polack,

Ae you are aware, the salt Lake Dlstrlct, Bureau of, rsnd
Flanagement, hae developed a memoranduu oi understandJ.ng wlth the
U$G$-'v{ater Resource Divlslon to study salt loss on the Bonnevlllesalt FLats. Rellly partlclpated tn ihe development of the salt
Ilai" study.plln through aetive rnembershLp tn i,he Bonneville $altFlats Te+hnrsal Review-conmittee and BSF boalltlon.
rn ccrrespondence dated },larch 14, 199r neilly was requested toprovi.de aceess to data and land aE nece$sary to begtri fleld work
9t !h€ study {copy attached}. the lnfornation ls Erltlcal to the
US#$ study of the BonnevLlle SaIt Flate and to understandJ.ng thelnFactE of your operation on the hydroLoglc system,

rn as nuc!: as Reilly has heen unresponsive to the lnlttalreguest, Rel]Ly is hereby ordered t; provlde the referencedlnferrcation wiltrin LF dals. Failure to take action Ln accordanceulth thls srder slrall suLjeet Rel1ly to ueing servea-wlth anotise of noncompliance. -

rf in tt_re Judgenrent of the authorlzed officer, Reilly has falledto^comply with thls erder r+ithin the tine allowed, tfre JuttrJriaeaofflqer ls authorlsed to order the suspension or 6peratlonstrlthout_prlor n+tice as per 43 cFR 3g9e.4, Thls oiaer appries toall lands within the unit agreernent.

Slncerely,

@
Deane H. zellby'
DlEtrict Manager
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l{r. Robert Folack
Vlce presi.dent and GenerEI Counsel
1510 l{arket Sguare Center
151 Horth Delaware Street
IndlanapolLe, rndlana liaot
Dear lilr. Fslack:

As -you -requestg bt telephone frsm the Bureau of, rand ltanagernent
_on l'larch 11, _l$gt, the acflvrtles the u.s, Geologtca-t sr,ru*y (us6s)plano to conduct over the next 1Bo days ar€ ae folrowe:

1' fnsta.ll a .etage-reeordlng etatlon on the federal leaseditch ln rhe vtctn-lty qT uo:**" -pqrp *-C l.aijacint ro r_Bo)tliat llfts brlne fro-n the Federal' IiasE attdrr (east of theBonnevllle sult Flata) lnto dtre ar-tch -urid-l"ineporte 
thebrlne to the _evaqoration pond-iyeten, thls wlrr conslet ofa stllllng velr ibout LB inches in dt.n*l"i"ilr, a netar boxuounted on top to house a vater-Lever recorder. 

-

3* Fleasure the dlscharge from booster puup f2 uslng a flowrneasurlng devlce durlng iwo or noie dltrirent water levels lnthe canal.

3. rnstal.l a neter on the punp to record the tiure when thepuxrF ls operatlng.

4* Deterrnlne quantlty of water vlthdrawn frou werls on westelde of Bonnevilte s"it Flater-auo't two nllea north ofr-80' ThlE can be accomplip$g uy tat rnsiiitr"g a srream-gaging statlon on the canit that tiansports the water, or (b)measurlng 
_ths dlscha.rEe qld eo""r con"i*liion 

-it"ine 
pump' onthe r+ells and estlhatl-ng rha iotar q";;tliy*i'f 

"irit withdrawnby uslng yearly power-ctnsumptton iecorae.
5. rnstarl a water-rever recorder on a shaltow, four-l,nchselt adJacenr to rhe Federar-leaEe-aritn] ;;;i-i;, r*80.



fIPE_

|Iso, the usGsre data neede- frou Rellly rnduatrlee over the EaEe180 day tlue span are llsteS belo;i----'
It clluratologlcal data for the last r,? years at etatlons thatRellry lnstarred near ttre -*"iporilion 

gronds.

2 ' Chenical ana_l_yses for uater ln the Federal-leaEe dttch andf,rou welrs, ehattlow and aeegr-ro"i ln* r"ld- rl -v*"r"

3 ' I{ater-level- reesrds for _any shallow vells owned by RelIIylocated north ano eoulh of r-io -ioi ttre tt"t ri-y*.r".
rf you have questrons, fee} frea ts carr trs on (B0l) gzr-4300.

80 1 524693 7
!=-F1 r.|rtF.t 11 :1= ELr.l Sr:r1_T L,:IF__E rrISTEIrlT

slncerelyp

Deana H, ZellerDlstrlct Manager
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EONNEVILLE SALT FLATS.
Utrh*TlrJE d+ir+lrte whitc pinin id
rurely orre of naturet most bjgame
geol+glc invcnt!rng,
_ So flat ihnt the curvsturc of ths
hruh js visible from graund level.
tiic $ait Ft*is h*vc long besn I mac.
nei for t+urists, filnlm*fuerc sild.
d*redevilr whs thunder pr,rala the
eilty, arph*lt'smosth eurfaee In tho
world's fasteet eutomoblles,

But thc re*G car$ may to$n run
cut of track, $ixteen th+utand ytarc
dter they w*re bcrn from the'rem,
nente of n dlied.ug *ncient ink+, the
$t!_t Flatr are disrppe+ring.

Slncc ltlg, orh'ei eru"Erors flrst
mapped tfte aren, thr tlets lr,{ve
ehrufik from $8,000 tcres tc *ri ee.
tlffited 9S,f 00 rcreg today, accord.
ilg ts tha lriterior llepirrtnl+nt'*
Burcau ef Lnnd h.lanrgern*nt, Ge"
olagirtr etudying thc phen++tenotl
s{y $e ffrlt ic venlrhing st the rfrre
of rbsui I Fcrcc*t o y€flr and ihat
t&e flats coutd be gane withln dac.
rder.

Thc culprit, $xp€rts Senerelly
lgrre, it mnn- Although rcirntlfic
dnta e* the s*lt loss arr fer frcm
complel+* feder*l offlcislu esy the
problein aFFearE tc rteflr princjprlly
from r nearby mine, rt'hfch gumps
mlt-bden gr*und water to nioduir
potnth, sn ingredient In fsftiliftru.
ThE watcr lt rtph*d by rrina rh+t
percotatc through the flats and car.
ry th+ t*lt lnto the ground. lrter.
+trtr 80. which cuts f,crorr thc
rauthern edge of the Salt Flste, atso
mry be a fa+lqr,

The prospect thst thir fernouo
ge+ltgic *om.rly may nonretiay b+
Inowfl ss tfte Srnrrcvilia Mud FIats
hat rpawnrd arr unususl rtliance
emong envlronmentalists, hot rod
rnthusla*!$ Srtd stnte tourlrrn offl.
cluls, tvhc egtinrrtt that recltc
eventg here generarc $t.9 rrrillion t
year for thc local ac+nsmy. Ths
Uuh congressionrl detegsilon l*
*eeking 81,3 nrillirn ln fcdernlfunds
t0.otudy ihe problem and ldentify
uolutlons,

COIiNfiCTIOH

A date ic iiicorrc.tt iri ;r J
Etrcet itcm irr today'rr M*g-
*srne' which wag printcd irr
itdv;tncrr, Thc {i nrillion torrri
of tewsprilrt rccyclrrl l;rst
yr:u ffilrf,t;cntu nn f6 p+r'
t*rtt litrf+lt:irl sinr:r 1.98il,

nlt'r mmething tlirt you wrnt to
keeg becaure it's uniqu$,' sald
Denne ?eller, chlef of the EtMb
$alt Lakc dktrlct, whlch {vereeee
the are*. 'There'r only threr or
fsur othera liks lt ln the wo(ld,"

Ceologicrlly apeai<ing, ttra Salt
Flate rre r relrtively iecqnt phe'
tlo$crrstl. Lrka llonnevltle onee
tovered r thlrd af Lttrh, aa. well as
F*rtr of N+vada and ldrho, to a
depth of nerrty 1,000 feet,,But thr
hke stawly dried up, depoliplng die.
*olved salt and other miflerels in the
lawcrt polnt of tlie ffrear Sf,lt LskS
basln-the area now known as ths
$alt Flats.

To thls day, the srrclent shorellne
c*n ttill be ;een in tho "bathtub
rhrg" that cuts arros$ the face of tht
n*arby $ilver Mountalnn, $treatrs
itt lle eras r)onlaifi n genetically
runiqu+ v*rirrty of cutthrost rrout,
dirr:ct deesendnnt* of those thnt
once swnrn in Lakc Boruravillc.

lilrl the uall iu Boinfl fast, Mear.
ulsnrerits tnken ninca 1060 show
that the crust has thinued lrbrn sev.
an feet tc t'lue fc+t rt ita lhictrert
oairti rntl rnrrc irrche* irr *bmo la-

ologlste eetlnute the edt lors at 1,0
mlllion tons per year. "Therc Is no
tinre to wastc,* T,ellor sald.

Fcderal geologiets ely the proh
lcm, In r nutrhcll, is thflt miln htu
krterfsred with the hidden nlor+
ment of wetar In the challow aqld-
fere that underlle the plaltt. Much of
the salt, they say, rppearc to be
diosolving and eeeplnE from thc
uea by wry o[ trcnchce uoed In the
potash operutlon, $ituatcd on lcased
federtl land rnd adjaccnt prlvats
land, the tretrches collcct ihe briqy
ground water, which ,k then
punrped to tolar evaporutlon pondc
end rcparrtcd into ltr varloug com-
Donent8.

Conutructlon of the lnterotats
also rrray have modlfied the aquifer,
creatlilg errother "condult" for cfllt'
ladcn ground water, according to
BLM Eeologlot lltcve Brooks,
'You'vc-cesentially made t draln
that didn't cxist befort,n ho ox.
plahrcd. "Tho wntcr tables have
been lqwored In ntany dircctlonn
rroturd th+ $tlt Fletf,,"

Onc of the remedier brorched
thrrc fnr tncluden rnlxing watar with
*llt lcft nvcr fmtt mlnlng ofifirfl.

a

t
I

Shrr Urookr, r gwlostrt nni Us Burslu of Lrud Mrua'omont, rlandr ol 0r[ ilt,
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But Ecaokc rrld lt lr dot slear $ftr
"th*rs's enough water nvilieUtr tJ
rto th*t." Thr best aolu$orr, hr eild.
would bc to_ ffisve the $h.drafninj
ntlne fram the ru"^lns er*a, ibliiili
oy exchnogtrig ths mineral tessrs
tor c+mFrrabty nalty lrnd rt an Alr
I.0rf4 fi+rrrbiilg tf,nge *vcr,ll mller
F_w$y, Eu! rhe Air Porcc har shown
liltic inclinstlon to prrt with ite
property.

.. 'lt]f a .yery compler situatlon,t
Ilrookr raid. 

'

_ A tpolegn'oman far tndiataoofi+
-base{ Reilly Industries, ,ilhfth
|tsught the mine ilr 1986, rroted rhrt
p+tish mining on the &lt Flrts
ditef, tf' World Wtr I and eaid there
r$'ri* cl+ar sclentiflc evidenco" thlt
thc coftFtny ls to blarne. But ehe
f,ds+{t that ill€ s0mpany h "ccrtnirl,
ry Esncerrtcd" abs,it tlie eslt lo*r
ud hari jaincd a cuslition of rrcirrr
rnterelr{E nEd statr offlciels worhinl
ts crlve tlir prOblem.

Ngt that riaving the $alt Fl*ts
*'ortld rate highly on everi'+neb liot
0f Envis61s1sflt-11 Friorlties, lle.void
of plnntr, birds and otlrer wjtdlifc.
lh.s flit$.ius a haunilng, louely placi
wn(1rs firstarli triountainr float llke
nriruge Istanrle *bove a fr*r*n whlin

rcr and Burrnertime ;tempenturoe
can rcach lg0degreet.
- tsn$r,0nmentdHsts {alue thc llrta

!.nbflI for thclr seathetic qualltles,
Uut thc lorrdest crler of rlaim have
g$Tutqd_from group! such es iha
Nationaf Hot Rod Ae$ochdon. Ev.
frl August, hot rod comeatltorc
from around the globo desiend on
fis f:fits for *$peed Week,'strerk,
lfrg acrosa the plaln At vrlocitier
rpproachlng thosc of. Jet elrcraft,-t'he current land epeed recard, 6?E
IrpI, was eet In I jrt.powared cnr
her+ lrr 19?0.

Few place* on Eailh'r surface
!t'e 60 *rll.sulted to the pursuit of
e_peed. Cov+red In water t$rouchout
th€ winter and rprtng, the ftaie bi
teto Bummer ara bone dry, hard a-e
concrete nnd rbout rs umbbth, ,It'fl
s nstrlrfrl s.urfaie that wac basicrlly
{telignid for rftce cnrs, you gpi
rrEhl.dor+]l to ft,', s0id lllck Verco of
ths Uteh Selt Ftats lticing Arlsoci,
ati0n,

But in recent years, crack$, holes
rnd FrccFurB rlclgcs have appgared
orouflrt tho edgec of rhe ililunjnp
and wcakrnlng flnte. 0n the track]".r nerg f,rc ctvitie$ brcaklnr
llrfi1llGk. urlrfi'h arr hd rr-r*t* r.Y

ligh,qfreed_ cere,' srld Veocu, who
hru piloted hls twin+rrgine hot rod
to nearly 300 mph oir the flata
"Lalt year,, you could stlck youf rrm
in io the elbow.' :

Vgeco aald rhe flaws hvo
reached ttro polnt where thc lI-
nile trach may hrvt to bc rhort.
ened thle yerr to elghl mltg6;p1p.
cious little sprcc for eare thrt eoine-
timer requiro flve mllee to reach
t_op ryrccd sud nbout aE long to stoo.*You've got to pop thc chlts aid
.thcy rometlmco break off,, he eaid.*My 

car'B f,ot three.'
. The Utah Fihn Comntssion rho
le conccrned rbout the flate. whictr
hlye eervcd fis thc bsckdiop--ii;
countlegs novie *encs, televisiorl
,show.r. an{, rsccntly, Merrlll
Ly0ch'8 trademark bull,

But othen euggeot the bort ree.
pon f-o.r mvlng rhe Sf,lt Flets nry
havoJittle to do wlth econornlcs 0i
world r;reed records, ofhere,s 

ducbI {tronf, cmphesls on raclng," baid
Ilroo_ks, etarrdhrg In the niddlc of
the Salt Fhts i$ hrlne lapped rt, hlr
shoes rnd the $ilver lvlountline
uhinrmcrad in the dietsnc€, ulBrrtl t
!!rnl j,upj,l* u uniquc geojogi-c fc'a.


